
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

   

                   
I am truly excited to begin a new season with the Appleton League.  There 
are few things I do that give me as much pleasure and satisfaction as 
participating in League.   
 
As I was preparing to write down a few thoughts for this column, I kept 
coming back to the notion of what is League.   Of course we have a 
wonderful, defined mission of being a non-partisan organization that 
encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government, 
works to increase the understanding of major public policy issues, and 
influences public policy through education and advocacy.   Beyond this 
mission, though, is the heart of League and is what gives me and so many 
others the desire to participate.  It’s about our members.  Wonderful women 
and a growing crew of men who are genuinely concerned about our 
community, locally and globally.  Their collective passion, intellect and 
activism is League.  And it’s more exhilarating every year to be a part of this 
organization. 
I have the honor of 
serving on the State 
Board and we have just 
completed the process of 
hiring a new Executive 
Director to lead the state 
League into the next 
stage of this organiza-
tion’s development. If I 
wasn’ t already eager to 
participate, the enthu-
siasm of the many 
candidates that applied   
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TTThhheee   LLLeeeaaaggguuueee   
   ooofff   WWWooommmeeennn   VVVooottteeerrrsss
 of Appleton, Wisconsin 

League Calendar 
Date Event Meeting Place 

Tuesdays 
Oct 7, Nov 4, 
Dec 2 
4:30 pm 

Appleton LWV 
Board Meetings 

Housing 
Partnership 
611 N. Morrison 

October 25 
8:00 – 3:00 

LWV WI Issues 
Briefing 2003 

Madison 

November 8 General 
Membership 
Meeting to 
review Position 
Papers 

TBA 

December 13 
10:30-1:00 

League’s Holiday 
Brunch 

TBA 

December 19 Constitution 
Performance 

PAC 

 



 

would have motivated me to join right in.  It was very satisfying to see so many well-qualified candidates all 
competing for the privilege of leading our members.  Ultimately, LuAnn Bird accepted the Board’s offer.  
LuAnn is a Leaguer from Oshkosh who has been an elected official, active in education and environmental 
issues, and has recently completed her degree in Community Leadership and Development and is currently 
pursuing graduate work in Political Science.  She has both the desire and capacity to bring an improved 
efficiency to the State League, create greater exposure for our good work and to stabilize our none too healthy 
financial situation. 

Working with LuAnn the last couple of weeks has reaffirmed my commitment to making League function at its 
maximum capacity.  Through study and advocacy we do make a difference.  

Our local board has met twice thus far, once for training and once for a traditional Board meeting.  A am sure 
that this is a group that is going to get much accomplished this year.  Their energy is contagious.  Please watch 
your bulletin for upcoming study meetings, special events and League activities and feel free to catch their 
enthusiasm for League and for making our community better for all of us.   

 

Local Study 2003-2004 – Regionalizing Government Services 
The League of Women Voters of Appleton this year will study the pros and cons of regionalizing government 
services in the Fox Cities.  This study will focus not so much on how to regionalize, though many have offered 
wonderful suggestions in this area already, but more specifically, should there be regionalization and if so, what 
obstacles are present.  Since our current local positions do not address this topic well, this will be an important 
opportunity to not only discuss a very timely local issue but to forge a new League position.  

Beth English, a seasoned League member, has graciously offered to chair this study and many Leaguers and 
non-Leaguers have offered their expertise and commitment.  The more voices and viewpoints, as always, will 
enhance and strengthen the process. 

Please watch for meeting times so you, too, can be a part of this year’s study. 

 

Membership Dues 
This is the month to renew your LWV membership.  An envelope to be returned to the Treasurer is included for 
your convenience. The dues have increased due to increases in the state and federal dues, which are a part of 
your membership with the local league.  Please understand that our regular membership dues DO NOT cover all 
of the cost associated with being a LWV member.  The sustaining membership is higher, and comes closer to 
covering all of the costs of membership.  Please consider paying sustaining dues to cover these costs (or while 
you are at it, consider giving even a little more!).  Also, when you are submitting your dues, please provide your 
email address.  This will only be used by our local league to send you information on topics of interest to you.  
We will not provide this address to any other groups.  THANKS for your continued LWV-Appleton 
membership. 
 

Electronic Bulletin 
Some of you have asked if you can receive the Bulletin by Email rather than the hard copy we send out. You 
certainly can! And it will save the League money for printing and postage. Just add the word “Bulletin”  next to 
your Email address when you return your dues. You will be sent the copy in pdf format that you can read with 
Adobe Acrobat Ver. 4.0 or higher. This is a free program that you can download from the website 
www.adobe.com by pressing their AdobeReader® button. 
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Observer Corps---The Eyes and Ears of the League 
A local League observer is the eyes and ears of the League in learning how government works and about issues 
that may be appropriate for local study and action. Furthermore, consistent League presence at government 
meetings increases or visibility and credibility. 

We like to cover three areas with our observers – City Council, Outagamie County Board, and the Appleton 
School Board. Sometimes, in areas of special interest, it may be more effective to attend committee meetings of 
these governmental bodies. 

City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7 pm. The County Board meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
at 6:30 pm and the School Board meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7 pm. It is especially important to attend 
the city and county budget meetings which will be in October. Remember, it is our money being spent! The 
President of the League usually will speak for our interests during the public portion of these meetings. 

We need people who are willing to attend two or three meetings during the year and report back to me. You 
only need to observe and fill in a report sheet. It is an easy way to be involved and you may be surprised how 
interesting it can be to see local government in action. Call me-----I have the perfect job for you!! 

Sue Eich, Observer Corps Chair, 731-1855 (new phone number) 

 



 

League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Issues Briefing 2003 
Saturday, October  25 

Comfort Inn – 4822 East Washington Madison 
 

AGENDA 
 

Morning 

8:00 -- 9:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 

9:00 – 9:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction: 
Julie Arneth, President, League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 

9:15 – 10:30 a.m. SESSION 1 
I .Individual Liberties: A panel discussion on privacy issues 

The U.S. Patriot Acts 1 & 2 and more… 
Barbara Dimick, Director of the Madison Public Library System 
John Nichols, Editor for the Capitol Times 
Steven Porter , Chair-Elect of the Individual Rights and Responsibilities 
Section of the Wisconsin Bar Association and ACLU Board member 

I I .Education: How will the”  No Child Left Behind Act”  ImpactWisconsin’s Public School Children? 
Mike Thompson, Federal Policy Advisor, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

10:45 – 12:00 SESSION 2 
I . Individual Liberties: Immigration and Foreign Residents 

The U.S. Patriot Act and other homeland security measures 
Bernie Truj illo, Assistant Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School 

I I . Election Reform: Implementation of HAVA Begins. 
An Update on the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) 

Carolyn Castore, LWVWI Representative, WI HAVA ImplementationCommittee 

Afternoon 

12:00 – 12:45 p.m. LUNCH 

12:45 – 1:30 p.m. KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Civil Liberties: A Historical Perspective 
Professor  Larry Church, University of Wisconsin Law School 

1:45 – 3:00 p.m. SESSION 3 
I . Health Care: Health Care Security for All!  
L inda and Eugene Far ley, Retired Physicians, Members of LWVDC 

I I . Education: Virtual Schools: Can Children Learn with a Class Size of Fifty to One? 
Nicole Schweitzer, Principal of Wisconsin Connections Academy of Appleton 
 

Register by October 15. Rooms must be reserved by October 3. See the LWV Wisconsin website 
www.lwvwi.org for registration details. 
 
Directions to the Comfor t Inn in Madison: 
From Chicago, Milwaukee and Minneapolis/St. Paul: I-90-94 take exit 135A-151 or East Washington and take 
a right. Hotel is located on the north frontage road on the hill by Perkins Restaurant. 



LWV Wisconsin 2003-2005 Study Programs 

 

At the LWVWI State Convention last May the following two studies were adopted for the 2003-2005 Program: 

Ci vi l  Li ber t i es 

" Study the state and local governments' role in protecting individual liberties, including the National Patr iot Act."  

The Committee has determined the following objectives and timetable 

Objectives 

1. To educate League members as to what individual liberties are guaranteed by the Constitution and to bring 
members up to date on the threats to these liberties in times of national crisis, including the current post 9-11 
federal legislation  

2. To educate the public about about these liberties and the current threats.  

3. To reach a state consensus on protection of individual liberties in the current situation in order to provide the basis 
for state and local action.  

Timetable 

The state committee on individual liberties decided to accelerate the study for the purpose of being timely and effective.  
The aim is to reach consensus in time for adoption at the LWVWI Council Meeting in June, 2004. 

1)  Fall, 2003:  The initial phase of the program, familiarizing League members with the background of 
Constitutionally guaranteed individual liberties and threats to these liberties. 

W. Larry Church, Professor of Constitutional History at the UW Law School, will be our keynote luncheon speaker at the  
ISSUES BRIEFING on October 25.  In addition, several "Breakout Sessions" will cover how the Patriot Acts affect 
various institutions and segments of society (libraries, booksellers, banks, immigrants). 

LOCAL LEAGUES are urged to hold meetings before or soon after Issues Briefing this fall. The Individual Liberties Web 
Page will carry recommended bibliographic and resource materials. These references will be added to and up-dated 
frequently -- so keep checking the web page!     

For those in the Madison area, the Madison Institute is bringing in Professor Christopher Pyle on Saturday, October 11, 
2003.  Prof. Pyle teaches Constitutional History at Mt. Holyoke College, and recently spoke on Wisconsin Public Radio.  

2)  WINTER, 2004:  Second Phase, education of the public on the affects of the Patriot Act and similar legislation. 

LOCAL LEAGUES are urged to plan these meetings for sometime during the winter, preferably in collaboration with 
other community groups (libraries, universities, newspapers, Bar Associations, banks, etc.). 

3)  SPRING, 2004: Phase three, CONSENSUS. 

Consensus materials will be sent out to the local Leagues in early March or April, 2004. The deadline for return to the 
State office will be April 30, 2004.  The results will be sent to the State Board for approval at the Board Meeting on June 
4, 2004, and submitted for adoption at the Council Meeting the next day. 

Committee Contacts: Laurel Munger, ismunger@execpc.com; Meg McLane, meom@execpc.com 

 

 

Educat i on  

To study the impact of alternative education on the public K-12 school system with emphasis on vir tual, home and 
char ter  schools; and to study the effect of the " No Child Left Behind Act" . 

Committee Contacts: Luann Bird, Oshkosh, Chair 

 


