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Question #1 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

What are your 
background and your 
interest in serving in the 
City Council?   

I have 30 years of experience in business and 
market analysis and working with collaborative 
problem solving.  I have always volunteered to 
help make our community better.  I currently 
volunteer with United Way, Junior Achievement 
and the Lions.  I want to join the Common 
Council to help ensure that Appleton stays a 
great place for all residents, businesses and 
visitors. 

I was born in Laos. My Grandfather was a Alderman 
in our city and later became a Chief of Commander 
for the American CIA during the Vietnam War.  
After the American CIA lost the Vietnam War, my 
family fled Laos to live in the refugee camp in 
Thailand.  We left behind our land, home, and 
everything that we own.  I remembered as a little 
girl growing up in the camp, there was not 
electricity in the home, there was big field where 
there were a few light poles and most children 
would go play under the light until it shut off, we 
would walk home using the moonlight and stars to 
lead our way.  After eight years in the refugee 
camp, my family came to the United States.  30 
years later, I’m a successful Hmong American 
Woman running three businesses employing 300 
employees in the City of  Appleton.  I am a mother 
of six wonderful children ages from 4 to 21.  Two in 
college, two in high school and two in elementary.  
At the same time a community leader advocates for 
families in need and making a difference in people’s 
live.  I’m interested to serve the city council with my 
business experience, bringing economic 
development to the city, being  fiscally responsible, 
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and work with council members to thrive Appleton 
for a better future.   
 

Question #2 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

1. Expanding early voting 
from 2 weeks before the 
election to extended 
hours or additional days 
would require additional 
funds.  Particularly for 
the large elections, 
would you favor 
expanding this?   

I support any effort to improve voter turn out in 
every election.  I understand the importance of 
prioritizing the many needs and costs of our 
community.  I will reach out to residents for 
input and make decisions that best meet the 
needs of voters and our community.  

 
 

Yes I support expanding early voting.  
 

Question #3 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

Are you in favor or 
against a referendum for 
the proposed new 
Appleton library?   

I believe that the decision on the Multi Use 
development including the library needs to 
consider informed input from our residents.  
Referendum is one way to get that input but it 
should only be conducted as part of the 
standard election cycle to ensure maximum 
voter turnout and no extra cost.  I would 
support an advisory referendum that includes 
an information process providing the plan 
details and pros and cons. 

 

I certainly support allowing citizens to have a say in 
decisions that the city is making. I do believe that 
citizens have had many opportunities to have input 
in this process through listening sessions and 
elections during this process to elect council 
members that support their position on this issue. 
Should the citizens get enough for support for a 
referendum, I would respect that process.  
 

Question #4 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

How do you plan on 
keeping our constituents 
informed of things the 
council is doing after the 
election?   

Ensuring that my neighbors are informed about 
the important issues and decisions made by the 
council is extremely important.  Therefore, I will 
communicate and listen in every way possible.  I 
will use Email, social media, listening sessions at 

Stay connected is very important to me.  I would 
start a Facebook page for District 7 to keep my 
constituents inform on information. If they have 
questions they can ask on Facebook page.  I can be 
available by cellphone and email address. I will also 
check to see the neighborhood watch program and 
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a variety of locations and door to door 
conversations. 

get to know the captains. I would like to take walks 
or bike with my two daughters and husband around 
my district to see the neighborhood to continue to 
get to know them.  On our block in Clearwater 
Creek, we are connect on nextdoor.com with our 
neighbors to inform each other on news and 
activities happening in the area.  I would like to do a 
meet and greet/listening session twice a year or 
more with my constituents. 
 

Question #5 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

What is your view on 
pursuing mixed-use 
projects for our 
downtown?  Why or why 
not? 
 

Mixed-use buildings are nothing new.  Many 
businesses in down town have residents in parts 
of their buildings.  I support the principle of 
mixed-use projects due to the efficiency of 
space usage.  The important thing about all 
future development, especially those using Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF), is that we clearly 
understand the market demand for the 
property, the impact on competitive properties 
and the impact on community services and 
infrastructure.  Residents should be informed at 
every stage of the process so they understand 
and support the reasons for these investments. 
 

I support mixed use projects. They are efficient and 
attractive to residents and business.  
 

Question #6 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

What is our view of using 
TIF funds for downtown 
development?   

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is an important 
tool to help support development in areas that 
would not be supported without an incentive.  It 
is important that we clearly understand the 
market demand for the property, the impact on 
competitive properties and the impact on 

I think TIF projects can be useful for downtown 
development, but each project needs individual 
consideration and review to make sure it is a good 
project for TIF. 
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community services and infrastructure.  
Residents should be informed at every stage of 
the process, so they understand and support 
the reasons for these investments. 

Question #7 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

What would you like 
added to quality of life 
for Appleton residents in 
general and for your 
specific district?   

The quality of life in Appleton is great which is 
why Lisa and I moved to Appleton to raise our 
two daughters.  As a community we need to 
work together with residents, businesses, 
government and religious/non profit groups to 
ensure that everyone in our community has an 
opportunity to a great life.   

I would like to continue having good roads, 
sidewalk, parks, great trials system and a vibrant 
community with events like Mile of Music.  District 
7 is growing very fast right now and it's important 
to make sure that our fire department keeps up 
with our growth. We will need another fire station 
and more fire fighters. 
 

Question #8 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

Why should I vote for 
you?   

I care about ensuring Appleton continues to be 
a great place for all residents, businesses and 
visitors.  My experience in collaborative 
problem solving will ensure that decisions are 
made with diverse input and sufficient analysis 
to deliver the best results.  I will listen to 
residents, businesses and subject experts.  I 
have the ability to evaluate the positive and 
negative impacts and make the right decisions 
not only for today but for the long term.   

You should vote for me because I understand 
people’s needs. I’m motivated to represent my 
district to bring your needs and concern to city 
council.  Surviving a flee from the communists after 
the Vietnam War, my family left behind everything 
we owned. Being a refugee child in the camp who 
have no future  and came  to the United States to 
start a whole new life give me the life experience 
that no one in city council experienced.   Grew up in 
America, I learned to reach the American dreams, 
I’m a living proof.  I will be your representative who 
understands any level of life.  
 

Question #9 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

Last year there was a 
hubbub around a bar 
owned by a council 
member who used a 

I support consistent policies for making 
decisions.  I also understand that there is a place 
for making exceptions.  I don’t know the 
specifics of this case and would expect that if 

I believe the current process allows for 
consideration of each request on a case by case 
basis allowing for a vote by the council. This process 
allows people to have a voice through their elected 



Alderperson Voter Guide – Appleton District #7 - 2019 
 

5 
 

noise variance to allow 
for live, outdoor music.  
This process prohibited 
neighbors from 
registering complaints in 
past years.  A 
compromise was 
reached for last year.  
What would you suggest 
as a broad, policy-based 
approach for Appleton 
vs. one-off noise 
variance?   

confronted with similar exception requests, I 
would consider input from neighbors and others 
before making my decision. 
 

council member and allows for consideration of 
each unique circumstance. 
 

Question #10 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

As this position is non-
partisan, how do you 
plan to address request 
for you to advocate for 
issues that are purely 
political/partisan and not 
actually affecting city 
policy?   

I greatly value the fact that this position is non-
partisan since partisanship can often get in the 
way of making the best decisions.  I will 
continue to talk with my constituents to ensure 
they are aware of plans for our community and 
use their input in my decision-making process.  I 
will provide clear rationale to support my 
decisions on the council. 

 
 

I will consider each issue and request individually. I 
will assess each request and issue based on 
feedback from my constituents and how the issue is 
connected to city business. 
 

Question #11 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

What is your position 
about bike trails on 
Evergreen which will 
connect trails?  This 
means eliminating street 
parking  

I recently attended the Municipal Services 
Committee meeting where this was presented 
and discussed with input from multiple 
residents.  Based on the plan and this 
discussion, I support the plan to provide bike 
lanes to connect the new lanes west of 

I support increasing the quality of our trail system in 
Appleton. This helps to increase the quality of life 
and helps businesses in the fight to attract talent to 
Appleton. The parking spots that will be eliminated 
are done so to protect the people utilizing the trail. 
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Haymeadow and the current Apple Creek trail.  
This will improve bike and pedestrian safety and 
better connect the expanded system of trails 
and lanes. 

It is a common practice to keep cars from opening 
on to the trail.  
 

Question #12 John Cuff – District #7 Maiyoua Thao – District #7 

What do you think is the 
effect that dark stores 
have on the City of 
Appleton?   

As with many communities, the attempt by 
some businesses to pay lower taxes using the 
concept of Dark Store comparison, in effect 
shifts the tax burden to other taxpayers and 
puts at risk many of the services and 
infrastructure that makes Appleton a great 
place to live, work and conduct business.  I 
would recommend that as with residential 
property, all properties be assessed based on 
the best estimate of the current fair market 
value. 

The dark store loophole will lead to increased 
property taxes for residents of the city of Appleton 

 


