
MINUTES 20200521 

Annual Meeting Thursday, May 21 2020 

Zoom meeting 6:30 pm 

Presiding: Jeanne Roberts   Recorder: Julie Evers 

 

Call to order 

The annual meeting was called to order at 6:37 pm by President Jeanne Roberts.  There was a quorum 

sufficient for all action items.  Beth English was introduced as the Parliamentarian.  Meeting packets and 

ballots were sent to all members via email. 

Adoption of Agenda 

Adoption of the agenda is assumed unless there are objections in Chat.  There was no discussion. 

Appointment of Readers 

Karen Nelson and Miriam Douglass volunteered as readers for the 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes. 

President’s Report P. 8 of Meeting Packet 

President Roberts stated this has been a very busy year for the LWV-Appleton. Local membership has 

increased and we have continued our partnerships with other organizations to hold programs and 

celebrate the passage of the 19th amendment.  We have learned to do business in an entirely different 

manner due to Covid 19.  Nevertheless, we will persist! 

Treasurer’s Report P. 9 of meeting packet 

Karen Bachhuber presented the Treasurer’s report.  Our current account balance are $39,002.82 in 

checking and $5,000.00 in savings.  She noted that there were additional expenses this year for 100th 

anniversary expenses and the Zoom membership that was needed for online meetings. 

Budget Presentation and Q & A P. 11 & 12 of meeting packet 

Karen Bachhuber explained changes to the budget for this year.  There were increases to National and 

State LWV due to our increased membership.  Voter Services was split into two categories reflecting the 

changes being made to that committee.  There were also additions for study activities. Marti Hemwall 

made a motion that the LWV budget and the 19th Amendment Coalition budget be separated.  Beth 

English noted that this should be presented as a direction to the board. 

Membership Report  P. 13 - 17 of meeting packet 

Cindy Fallona reported that our membership has increased to 135.  The membership committee has 

worked very hard to recruit and retain members.  New member meetings have been successful in 

finding areas of interest and ways for new members to participate.  A membership list is included in the 

meeting packet. 

Local Study Program P 18 – 22 of meeting packet 



Jill Mitchler reported on the Climate Change Preparedness Study to date.  The recommendation was for 

a regional plan (Calumet/Outagamie/Winnebago) under the direction of a Climate Resilience Officer.  

Phase II of the study has just begun with 14 members.  They are looking for additional volunteers.  

Please contact Jill or Ligia Rivera if you can help. 

Irene Strobeen gave a report on the Lively Issues discussion.  Due to the ongoing Climate Change study, 

it was decided that a new study would not be undertaken this year and we will use the discussion items 

for future programs. 

Report on Centennial plans P. 27 – 28 of meeting packet 

Linda Bjella gave a report on Centennial plans.  We’ve had great community support, but unfortunately, 

Covid 19 has required some changes to our plans.  The Speakers Bureau has moved to online platforms.  

Our traveling exhibit is locked down at the moment, but will hopefully be going to schools in the fall.  

The Women’s Equality Day celebration will be a virtual event on 08/26/2020.  Our funders have allowed 

us to roll over expenses to 2021 due to Covid 19. 

Presentation of Slate of Officers. Directors, Nominating Committee P 23 of meeting packet 

Stephanie Malaney presented the slate of officers and nominating committee. 

Nominated for 2 year terms: 

Vice President Program – Renee Gralewicz                                                                                                                             

Treasurer – Diane Putzer                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Director Voter Registration – Brian Post                                                                                                                                                

Director Communications – Kathy Voigt 

2021 Nominating Committee 

Chair – Stephanie Malaney                                                                                                                                                                      

Member-at-Large – Dottie LeClair                                                                                                                                                        

Member-at-Large – Nancy Porciau                                                                                                                                                        

Board Representative – Cindy Fallona 

Nominations from the Floor 

There were no nominations from the floor. 

Reminder to Vote using printed/emailed ballot 

Please contact Irene Strohbeen if you don’t have the technology to complete the ballot. 

Acceptance of Minutes (2019 Annual Meeting) – Motion to accept was made by Marti Hemwall, 

seconded by Jacqui Klimaszewski 

Adoption of Budget – Motion to accept was made by Renee Gralewicz, seconded by Beth English. 

Election of Officers, Directors, Nominating Committee – Motion to accept was made by Gayle Hardt, 

seconded by  Barb Kelly. 



Adoption of New Position Statement – Motion to accept was made by Cindy Carter, seconded by Karen 

Nelson. 

Diversity Survey 

Jeanne Roberts reported that all members will be receiving an emailed diversity survey.  She stressed 

that it is completely confidential and aggregate data will be used to better serve our communities and to 

see if our efforts at diversity are working. 

Other business 

Jeanne Roberts encouraged members to review the Voter Services, Fundraising and Advocacy Reports 

found in the meeting packet. 

Advice to the Board 

Ligia Rivera thought the diversity survey was a good idea. 

Marti Hemwall recommended that the board consider separating the budgets for LWV Appleton and the 

19th Amendment Coalition into two separate budgets. 

Irene Strohbeen recommended that the member list in Mail Chimp be reviewed for inaccuracies. 

Announcements 

Jeanne Roberts made the following announcements: 

LWV Appleton will be virtual until further notice. 

  LWV Wisconsin is participating in litigation proposing that anyone who requests an absentee ballot but 

doesn’t receive it should be able to email their county clerk and vote electronically. 

  LWV Wisconsin will hold their annual meeting on 06/13/2020.  It will be a virtual meeting. 

Motion to Adjourn 

Jeanne Roberts adjourned the meeting at 8:18 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Evers 

 

 

 

 


