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TOPICS FROM 1/12/19 LIVELY ISSUES MEETING  

Based on members’ expressing their interests using dots, the following seven topics surfaced as 

priorities: 

1. Diversity & inclusiveness at the polls, including poll workers & having the polls be more inviting 

2. Expanding local access to voting, e.g., early voting hours, education, training, etc. 

3. Affordable housing 

4. Low-income housing—neighborhood zoning & planning 

5. Climate Change preparedness 

6. Appleton as Sanctuary City:  police cooperation with ICE, integration of immigrants and refugees 

into the community 

7. Transportation availability & cost:  to jobs, polls, on Sundays, etc. 

A short discussion on the national/state/local positions relevant to each topic is below. Based on this 

research on existing positions, these topics do not appear to have clear existing positions: 

1. Climate Change preparedness 

2. Transportation cost 

3. Integration of immigrants and refugees into the community 

 

MOTION ON RECOMMENDED/NON-RECOMMENDED STUDY 

Based on the research into existing positions (see below for details), I move that: 

• Climate Change preparedness be the Recommended study for 2019-20/21 for LWV-Appleton, 

and 

• Transportation cost and access be the Non-Recommended study for the same time period. 

As for the other topics with high interest, we can consider them as Action items and provide education 

and information to our members as appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DETAILS ON EXISTING POSITIONS 

1. Diversity & inclusiveness at the polls, including poll workers & having the polls be more inviting 

2. Expanding local access to voting, e.g., early voting hours, education, training, etc. 

Relevant LWVUS position, VOTING RIGHTS p. 20: 

The League of Women Voters believes voting is a fundamental citizen right that must be 

guaranteed. 

Relevant LWVWI position, p. 17: 

The League of Women Voters of Wisconsin believes that voting is a fundamental citizen right 

that must be guaranteed. Wisconsin election laws should provide citizens with maximum 

opportunity for registration, voting at the polls, and absentee voting. Election administration 

should be adequately coordinated and funded to achieve both statewide standards uniformly 

applied and local municipal effectiveness. 

The position document goes on to specify support to Voter Registration, Voting, Absentee Ballots, and 

Election Administration: 

Regarding Voter Registration, we support: 

Convenient hours and places for registration 

Provision for well trained statewide special deputy registrars 

(etc) 

 Regarding Voting, we support: 

Poll workers who are adequately recruited, trained and remunerated 

(etc) 

Regarding Absentee Ballots, we support: 

Broad availability of absentee ballots with no excuse needed to obtain a ballot  

(etc) 

Regarding Election Administration, we support: 

A Statewide Voter Registration System (SVRS) that is adequately funded to allow 

municipal and county clerks to do their jobs without additional undue financial burden 

A system of early voting primarily for presidential primary, presidential and 

gubernatorial elections that provides for the early ballots to be entered into the 

machine for validation but with no tallying until Election Day….. 

(etc) 

 

 

 



3. Affordable housing 

4. Low-income housing—neighborhood zoning & planning 

Relevant LWVUS position, SOCIAL POLICY, p. 79: 

The League of Women Voters believes that the federal government shares with other levels of 

government the responsibility to provide equality of opportunity for education, employment 

and housing for all persons in the United States regardless of their race, color, gender, religion, 

national origin, age, sexual orientation or disability. 

Further comments under MEETING BASIC NEEDS, p. 93-94: 

CRITERIA FOR HOUSING SUPPLY The following considerations can be applied to programs and 

policies to provide a decent home and a suitable living environment for every American family: 

The responsibility for achieving national housing goals rests primarily with the federal 

government,… 

State and local governments should assist by establishing effective agencies to aid, 

promote, coordinate and supplement the housing programs of the federal government 

and the private sector…. 

Government at all levels must make available sufficient funds for housing-assistance 

programs.  

When families or individuals cannot afford decent housing, government should provide 

assistance in the form of income and/or subsidized housing.  

Government programs providing subsidies to the building, financing and insuring 

industries for housing for lower-income families should be evaluated in terms of units 

produced rather than in terms of benefits accruing to these industries. 

Regional and metropolitan planning should be promoted to prevent haphazard urban 

growth, and housing for low- and moderate-income families should be provided as a 

part of all planned neighborhoods or communities.  

Lower-income families should not be segregated in large developments or 

neighborhoods. As their economic status improves, lower-income families should be 

enabled to continue to live in the same units as private tenants or as homeowners, if 

they are so inclined…. 

Zoning practices and procedures that will counteract racial and economic isolation 

should be promoted….. 

Relevant LWVWI position, SOCIAL POLICY/EQUAL RIGHTS, p. 59: 

Support for equal rights for all regardless of race, color, creed, ancestry, national origin, religion, 

disability, age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, or any other class 



protected by applicable state or federal laws, with recognition of the special needs of Native 

Americans; action to combat poverty and discrimination and to provide equal opportunity for 

employment, housing, quality education, and access to public accommodations. 

Further supporting statement on p. 61: 

The League not only supports fair housing legislation based on state and national positions, but 

also equal access to housing, which means measures to increase the supply of low-and 

moderate cost housing. 

Relevant LWVWI position on COMMUNITY POLICY, p. 70: 

State, county and local governments should develop complementary policies to improve fiscal 

and growth management through such means as: 

….. 

subsidies that enable and expand affordable housing near community centers, 

workplaces and public transit for low- and middle-income and senior populations, as 

well as persons with disabilities and persons experiencing homelessness; 

…. 

Relevant LWV-Appleton position on HOUSING (1995), p. 13: 

A. Advocate feasible programs for low income and special needs housing, to relieve the housing 

shortage.  

B. Support feasible transitional housing and related programs which encourage economic 

independence.  

C. Support regional coordination/collaboration of agencies addressing issues related to 

affordable, adequate housing.  

D. Encourage local and regional governments to actively pursue the development of adequate 

and affordable housing through regulation and comprehensive planning.  

E. Educate the community regarding the need for adequate, affordable housing.  

F. Support a housing ombudsman (independent, unbiased, well-informed and well-regarded 

member of the community), who would provide information on housing and investigate citizen 

housing complaints and recommend appropriate action. 

 

5. Climate Change preparedness 

Relevant LWVUS position, NATURAL RESOURCES, p. 56: 

The League of Women Voters believes natural resources should be managed as interrelated 

parts of life-supporting ecosystems. Resources should be conserved and protected to assure 



their future availability. Pollution of these resources should be controlled in order to preserve 

the physical, chemical and biological integrity of ecosystems and to protect public health. 

And goes on with a position on RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, p. 58: 

The League of Women Voters believes resource management decisions must be based on a 

thorough assessment of population growth and of current and future needs. The inherent 

characteristics and carrying capacities of each area’s natural resources must be considered in 

the planning process. Policy makers must take into account the ramifications of their decisions 

on the nation as a whole as well as on other nations. 

The League supports comprehensive long-range planning and believes that wise decision-

making requires: (I included only selected items) 

Consideration of environmental, public-health, social and economic impacts of 

proposed plans and actions 

Mechanisms appropriate to each region that will provide coordinated planning and 

administration among units of government, governmental agencies and the private 

sector 

Procedures for mitigation of adverse impacts 

LWVUS policy on URBAN POLICY, p. 98—more focused on economic status of urban areas: 

The League of Women Voters believes that it is in the national interest to promote the well-

being of America’s cities. …. 

The fiscal health of cities depends on the active cooperation of all levels of government. The 

federal government should provide incentives to encourage states to take an active role in 

promoting the fiscal viability of their cities.  

The League is committed to an urban environment beneficial to life and to resource 

management in the public interest. 

Relevant LWVWI position, ENERGY--CLIMATE CHANGE, p. 45: 

….  Providing assistance to those harshly affected by climate change, especially low-income 

individuals and families. 

Only reference to emergency planning for LWVWI positions:  under SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT, 

referring to transportation of Low-Level Radioactive Waste (LLRW), p. 52: 

TRANSPORTATION & EMERGENCY PLANNING: 

Wisconsin should seek the authority to enforce standards and to correct violations in the 

packaging, handling, routing, and transportation of both radioactive materials and LLRW. 

Wisconsin should ensure that emergency response teams in each county receive training to deal 

with radioactive materials and LLRW. 

 



6. Appleton as Sanctuary City:  police cooperation with ICE, integration of immigrants and refugees 

into the community 

Relevant LWVUS position, IMMIGRATION, p. 89: 

The League of Women Voters believes that immigration policies should promote reunification of 

immediate families; meet the economic, business and employment needs of the United States; 

and be responsive to those facing political persecution or humanitarian crises. Provision should 

also be made for qualified persons to enter the United States on student visas. All persons 

should receive fair treatment under the law.  

And, LWVUS position, EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY, p. 76: 

The League of Women Voters believes that the federal government shares with other levels of 

government the responsibility to provide equality of opportunity for education, employment 

and housing for all persons in the United States regardless of their race, color, gender, religion, 

national origin, age, sexual orientation or disability. Employment opportunities in modern, 

technological societies are closely related to education; therefore, the League supports federal 

programs to increase the education and training of disadvantaged people. The League supports 

federal efforts to prevent and/or remove discrimination in education, employment and housing 

and to help communities bring about racial integration of their school systems. 

 

7. Transportation availability & cost:  to jobs, polls, on Sundays, etc. 

Relevant LWVUS position, MEETING BASIC HUMAN NEEDS, p. 92: 

ACCESS TO TRANSPORTATION The League believes that energy-efficient and environmentally 

sound transportation systems should afford better access to housing and jobs and the League 

will continue to examine transportation policies in light of these goals. 

Relevant LWVWI position, p. 70:  Transportation cited under COMMUNITY POLICY (formerly URBAN 

POLICY): 

State, county and local governments should develop complementary policies to improve fiscal 

and growth management through such means as: 

subsidies that enable and expand affordable housing near community centers, 

workplaces and public transit for low- and middle-income and senior populations, as 

well as persons with disabilities and persons experiencing homelessness; 

investments to secure and maintain infrastructural integrity and modernization, 

including wired and wireless communication networks;  

sustainable practices for meeting energy needs, food security and recreation; 

planning and programs that promote inclusive, multi-modal transit, including bicycle-

friendly and pedestrian-friendly passage; 



programs in housing, education, recreation, job training, energy efficiency, child and 

elder care should be available to complement measures intended to enhance the 

economic base and to further the quality of life for all residents. 

Relevant LWV-Appleton position, p. 14-15: 

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION (1998) Because the size of the Fox Cities urban area requires that 

people have transportation (a means of getting from place to place) providing facilities to 

accommodate some modes of transportation (i.e. private automobiles/trucks, 

transit/paratransit and bicycles) and regulating facilities of other modes (i.e. taxis and walking) 

constitute proper functions of government. 

Valley Transit: ….  

3. It is recognized that Valley Transit is generally trying to serve people who are transit 

dependent.  

4. Making the system more attractive to “choice” riders is also recognized. 

Consequently, provided adequate resources, the transit system should offer Sunday 

service and half-hour service throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 


